
ACT Diagnostic Reading Test 3        Reading Test 3- Key  

1. C is correct.  Paragraph 2 states that Bulgarian party leaders “vote as they’re told to vote”.  They do get to 
“enjoy the bright lights of Sofia” but that is not the primary reason they are in Sofia. 

2. F is correct.  “Listening to speeches” is the primary experience that both sets of politician’s experience as 
illustrated throughout the passage. 

3. D is correct.  The final paragraph states that Washington politicians lack one essential ingredient found only in 
the police state…..the power to force anybody to listen. 

4. G is correct.  The 2nd paragraph states “It’s a standard ritual in the Communist world”. 
5. A is correct.  Paragraph 2 states that “You never see their party leaders having a public argument, as ours 

always do”. 
6. J is correct.  The final paragraph states “there are so many members…435…they have a one-minute rule for 

speakers”. 
7. B is correct.  Option 1 is eliminated since nowhere in the passage is there any indication that there are 

Senators who do not like to speak.  That leaves answer B as the only possible answer. 
8. F is correct.  The 2nd sentence in the final paragraph states that House of Representative members “have a one-

minute rule for speakers”. 
9. D is correct.  The author only offers information about the differences between politicians in Sofia and 

Washington.  He doesn’t offer any suggestions on how to improve the process, thus D, “be kept as they are 
now” is the most logical answer. 

10. H is correct. The final sentence of the last paragraph states that “fortunately, we don’t have to listen”.  The 
other three choices are not addressed in the passage. 

11. B is correct.  Paragraph 1 states that “it was cold, and in the ranks, the men were shivering and dancing up and 
down to keep warm”.  In paragraph 2, he states “march off, the men are cold”. 

12. G is correct.  The final paragraph states “The only excuses I could find for myself were that it happened 
quickly, and I was very young”. 

13. D is correct.  The final paragraph states “I had been frightened of the lieutenant, frightened of being 
reprimanded, frightened of failure in in the smallest endeavor”. 

14. J is correct.  Process of Elimination eliminates the other three answer choices. 
15. B is correct.  Broadhurst told him in the 5th paragraph, “the incident wasn’t worth worrying about”. 
16. F is correct.  Eliminate J as a choice.  Choices G and H are not addressed in the passage.  F must be the correct 

answer since the troops had assembled to march at some point in time. 
17. C is correct.  The final two sentences of the final paragraph describe how the narrator has gained self-

understanding from his mistakes. 
18. F is correct.  The troops were assembled and “ready to go” from the first paragraph. 
19. B is correct.  The passage could not be from an army manual (A), and there is no reason to think it might be 

from a spy novel (C).  There doesn’t appear to be an apology (D), so answer choice B, a personal narrative is 
the correct answer.  Also, the entire passage was told from the viewpoint of the narrator who was second-in-
command. 

20. H is correct.  “A Lesson Learned” is the obvious choice since the final paragraph states that a “man must act 
so that he can learn to live with himself”. 

 


